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HHT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
 WEDNESDAY 7th MARCH 2018 in Committee Room 6
HARROW CIVIC CENTRE  -  7.30 p.m.


MINUTES
Present

Keith Ferry, Leslie Bolsover, Marilyn Ashton, Janet Mote, Stephen Bolsover, Anne Swinson, John Williams, Eileen Kinnear.
1. Apologies
Simon Brown, Norman Stevenson, Margaret Huitson, Robin Youle, Joanne Verden, 

Baj Mathur, John Orchard, Gabor Otvos
2. Approval of Minutes for the AGM held on 11 October 2017.
The minutes were agreed and will be submitted to the next AGM for approval.
3. Matters arising from the minutes.
None, not covered elsewhere in the agenda
4. Treasurer’s report.

For the year to 31st March 2018 (projected)
Expenditure £6,630: Year-end balance £91,860

Insurance payment of £629 agreed

5. Sub-committees' reports:-

a. Harrow Museum and Heritage Centre - Gabor Otvos.
See attached Appendix.

b. Membership - Keith Ferry.
Membership remains at about the 55 mark. It was hoped that the membership renewal letters for 2018/19 will go out in May 2018.

c. Plaques – John Williams

The unveiling of the plaque on 73 Stanmore Hill took place on 16th October.

The proprietors of the old Wealdstone Inn are still being chased to re-erect the “Wealdstone” plaque.
Other plaques are planned for Gordon Avenue and in commemoration of Dave Bolton at Roxborough Rough.

d. Public Works of Art - Baj Mathur.
Nothing to report.

e. Harrow Nature Conservation Forum - Stephen Bolsover.
See attached Appendix.

f. Historic Buildings Grants - John Orchard
See attached Appendix.

g. Work with Young People - Anne Swinson.
Pavilion Opera in Schools : In 2018 the company will be performing Donizetti’s Maria Stuarda on Tuesday 26 June at Pinner Wood primary school. This will be the last performance as Pavilion Opera is dis-banding.
6. Chairman's Report.

Nothing additional to report.
7. Any other Business.

There was none
8. Next meetings.
Executive Committee – Wednesday 4 July 2018

Annual General Meeting - Wednesday 10 October 2018
At 7.30pm Harrow Civic Centre.
APPENDICES

Harrow Nature Conservation Forum Chairman’s report

Our sites continue to do well under the hard working tutelage of our volunteer wardens.

Simon Braidman and his team at Stanmore Common are forming themselves into a Friends group, to formalize their management of the site and improve links with site users. They have a dedicated Facebook site where you can learn more and perhaps join up. At the last Trust meeting in October last year I reported that we had applied for Tescos “Bags of Help” funding for Stanmore Common. Sadly we were only awarded £1000, but that’s better than nothing. £123 of this will pay the cost of the Forum’s web hosting for a year, the remainder is available for Simon Braidman and his team to spend on work at Stanmore Common. The project is to restore a small glade in the woodland southwest of Bluebell Heath that they have named John’s Glade.

Meanwhile Leslie Bolsover has been awarded £2000 from Greggs the bakers to restore a wooden palisade earth retaining wall at Newton Farm, so she and her volunteer team are hard at work every Saturday morning pulling out the old rotten posts and thumping in new ones.

At the last Trust meeting in October last year it was agreed that I should take over installation of a plaque at Roxbourne Rough to commemorate Dave Bolton. This has been done with all the costs paid by the Friends of Roxbourne Park. The Friends are hoping to arrange a formal dedication of the plaque, perhaps by the mayor.

Last autumn we were busy planting trees in many of the reserves. We bought a “Sapporo Gold” Dutch elm disease resistant elm for Stanmore Country Park, but otherwise all the trees were free from organizations such as the Woodland Trust and Trees for Sacred Spaces. The free trees included a number of mulberries which should provide food for humans and wildlife alike when mature.

I am very pleased our reserves, and in particular the Old Dairy at Wood Farm, are hosting a number of courses to introduce and educate members of the public about natural history. The courses are run by Caroline Nathanson under the auspices of Learn Harrow and Harrow Council. In 2017 Caroline ran a foraging course, teaching not only what is good to collect and eat but also how to do so without damaging the environment. She is currently running “Walk on the Wild Side”, using the Old Dairy as a base for a course combining nature walks and instruction in how to support wildlife by making things like micro ponds and bird feeders. She will be running two more foraging courses in the summer (so contact her at cando2149@gmail.com if interested).

Steve Bolsover 6th March 2018

Heritage Grants Sub-Committee report

(a) Roof renovation works completed at Belmont, Mount Park Avenue, Harrow on the Hill and HHT grant in the sum of £2,500.00 paid. The renovation works comprised the renewal of clay roof tiling including felt and battening, tiled valleys and ridges, decorative bull-nose banding and cross-hatch tiling to replicate the original design. 

(b) Telephone enquiry from St. Anselm’s Parish Church, Westfield Park, Hatch End for possible assistance towards the cost of essential repair works but have not yet received an application for a grant award.

(c) Telephone enquiry from South Harrow Baptist Church, Northolt Road, South Harrow for possible assistance towards the cost of essential repair works to the roof. An application form for a grant award has been issued.

(d) Telephone enquiry from St. John’s Old Church Working Group, Stanmore regarding application dated 17th July 2015 for a grant award. I confirmed that the Harrow Heritage Trust agreed contribution of £500.00 towards the cost of professional services was still available.

(e) E-mail enquiry via Leslie Bolsover from owner of 1930’s property in West Towers Conservation Area for possible assistance towards cost of repair works to original timber casement windows.

The application for a grant award was unsuccessful as the Grants Sub-Committee were concerned that a number of alterations have previously been carried out to the property that detract from the character of the conservation area and are not in accordance with the guidance set out in the West Towers Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Strategy (2009).

(f) E-mail enquiry via Lucy Haile, Conservation Officer from owner of property on Stanmore Hill for possible assistance towards cost of repair works to red brick boundary wall fronting Stanmore Hill and Fallowfield.

An application form for a grant award has been issued. 

(g) E-mail enquiry from Myra Stephens of Canons Park Estates Ltd. for possible assistance towards cost of restoration of entrance piers to Canons Drive, Edgware.

An application form for a grant award has been issued.

Headstone Manor report - Gaby Otvos

You may know already that Jo Saunders left two weeks ago. The interim manager is Alison, the Museum curator (0208 863 6720). I was at the Museum last Sunday and was pleased to see that it was full of people, young and old. The cafe was also busy, and had a large number of HHT leaflets. The 'Merlin and his Wife' sculptures are in the right place, but no renovation work has been done so far. I shall pursue this issue with Alison on my return from holiday.


