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Chairman’s report 

 

The Harrow Heritage Trust 30th Birthday celebration was held on the afternoon of October 

8th at Bentley Priory. The day was fine and it was a splendid occasion. 

 

The Mayor of Harrow, Councillor Krishna Suresh attended with over eighty guests. Bentley 

Priory, after major refurbishment, looked magnificent both inside and out; the hall, the grand 

staircase and the ballroom with a view over the Weald, are beautifully restored and decorated. 

 

As well as enjoying a delicious tea, guests were able to see the display of Battle of Britain 

artefacts and also to view the film on Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding. The formal 

gardens could also be visited. 

 

Speeches were made by the Mayor of Harrow, Professor Steve Bolsover, Chairman of 

Harrow Nature Conservation Forum and myself, as Chairman. Eleanor Pulfer, who manages 

Bentley Priory, also spoke eloquently about the excellent support that Harrow Heritage Trust 

had given towards the restoration of the Priory. 

 

After the speeches Joanne Verden invited the Mayor and myself to ceremonially cut the 

birthday cake. Baj Mathur and Joanne Verden were thanked for arranging the party, along 

with the many volunteers who helped throughout the afternoon. With the refreshments over, 

guests were invited by Eleanor to explore the elegant rooms and gardens. 

 

The unveiling of a new public work of art at Stanmore Place, off Honeypot Lane, was held on 

April 23rd, 2015. The funds for this sculpture were donated by the developers of the site, St 

Edwards Homes Ltd which is part of the Berkeley Group. Harrow Council requested that the 

Public Works of Art sub-Committee commission the new work of art and arrange the 

installation ceremony based on Harrow Heritage Trust’s past experience in organizing and 

placing sculptures around the Borough.  Designed and constructed by Andy Hazell, the 8 

metre high stainless steel sculpture takes the form of a vertical sycamore seed which 

represents the sowing of roots put down by the new residents of Stanmore Place and also 

links with Bentley Priory and the Battle of Britain with the inspiration from an aircraft 

propeller.  

 

During the year, the Great Barn at Headstone Manor was refurbished with a new roof and 

new floor complete with underfloor heating. The first wedding ceremony at this excellent 

venue was held on 7th November 2015. The Heritage Lottery Fund has agreed to fund the 

transformation of the rest of Headstone Manor. The Manor House will become the new home 

of Harrow Museum and a new visitor centre will be constructed at the entrance to the site. 

 

The Trust is sponsoring a project to record the names and stories of local residents who fell in 

World War One. This should be completed by 2018. Harrow Council has undertaken the 

cleaning of many WW1 memorials in the Borough. 

 

A new addition to the portfolio of sites managed by the Harrow Nature Conservation Forum 

will soon occur when Wood Farm is transferred from the property developers to Harrow 

Council. A management committee has been formed to look after this site, modelled along 

the lines of the committee that manages the Bentley Priory Nature Reserve. 
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 Harrow Heritage Trust has supported the West House and Heath Robinson Trust which is 

making great strides in obtaining the finance needed for the construction of a new museum 

adjacent to West House. This will house the large collection of works of art by the 

international artist Heath Robinson, who lived in Pinner. Completion of the museum is 

expected in the summer of 2016. 

 

The demise of the local Harrow Observer newspaper is regretted and affects our ability to 

publicise our architectural awards event. The awards will go ahead in May 2016, hopefully 

with a new sponsor. 

 

Finally many thanks must go to the dedicated team of volunteers who are the lifeblood of the 

Trust. 

 

Many thanks 

Martin Verden 

Chairman  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Renovations to the original Crittall windows in a locally listed 

house. 
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History of Harrow Heritage Trust 

 

Harrow Heritage Trust (HHT) was founded in 1985 by Councillor Peter Pitt during his year 

as Mayor of Harrow to protect, preserve and restore the land and buildings of beauty or 

historic interest as well as areas of ecological, scientific and environmental importance in the 

Borough. After 14 years, it was decided to widen its possible membership and a new 

constitution was adopted in December 1998. This was approved by the Charity Commission 

which gave the Trust a new Charity No 1072773. A full record of the Trust’s aims and 

objectives is attached at Appendix 1. Martin Verden took over as Chairman of the Trust in 

the 1990’s following the death of Peter Pitt and, under his direction, the Trust has broadened 

its scope of activities. The Trust works independently of the Council and is managed by a 

Board of Trustees, on which representatives of the Council, and several local amenity 

associations serve. The day-to-day work of the Trust is undertaken by the following sub-

committees, supervised by an Executive Committee: 

 

Heritage Grants 

Nature Conservation Forum 

Plaques 

Public Works of Art 

Work with Young People 

Architectural & Environmental Awards 

 

From a small but key team of people committed to Harrow's environment, the Trust has 

developed into a major organisation which works in partnership with the Council. In 

recognition of its status, the Trust was asked by Harrow Council to manage the appeal for 

Headstone Manor, which is owned by the Council. The Trust also manages, at the request of 

the Council, a Public Works of Art Fund (which started through the sale of miniature 

"Katies”, the statue in Harrow Town Centre) and the Heritage Grants account (which 

replaced the Historic Buildings Grant previously administered by the Council).  

The Trust's Equal Opportunity and Anti-Racism Policies are attached at Appendix 2.  

The full membership of the Trustees / Executive Committee is set out on page i [the inside 

front cover]. 

 

 

Report of the Trustees 

 

The Trustees of Harrow Heritage Trust, registered charity number 1072773, present their 

annual report for the year ended 31st March 2015. 

The Trust’s principal office is situated at ‘The Fives Court’, Moss Lane, Pinner, Middlesex, 

HA5 3AG. 

Names of the Trustees at the date of the report, and others who served during the year, are set 

out on page i (the inside front cover) of the annual report. 
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Structure, Governance and Management 

The history, structure and management of the Trust are set out on page 4 of the annual report. 

Following the adoption of a new constitution on 14th October 1998, it was reconstituted as 

registered charity number 1072773 on 3rd December 1998 

The Trustees form the members of the Executive Committee. The President of the Trust is the 

Mayor of Harrow, and four additional local authority members are nominated by Harrow 

Council. Other officers and members are elected annually at the annual general meeting, and 

the Committee has the power to co-opt and fill casual vacancies. Members are elected or co-

opted to advise on matters or carry out tasks for which they possess suitable skills or 

knowledge, or to represent interested societies and associations in the London Borough of 

Harrow.   

Objectives, Activities and Achievements 

The objectives of the Trust, and its aims in furtherance of those objectives on which its 

activities are based, are set out in Appendix 1 of the report. The main activities and 

achievements in the year are described in the Chairman’s Introduction and in the sub-

committee reports included in the annual report.  

 

Public Benefit 

The Trustees have considered the provisions of the Charities Act 2011 with regard to the public 

benefit requirement. They are satisfied that the Trust, through its aims and objectives, meets 

this requirement, in particular with regard to the advancement of the arts, heritage, architecture, 

and of environmental protection or improvement. Beneficiaries comprise members of the 

public in almost all cases without the need for any charges or payment.   

 

Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities 

The Trustees acknowledge their responsibility for: 

-ensuring that proper accounting records, as required by the Charities Act 2011 are kept; 

-preparing accounts which comply with the Charities Act 2011 so far as applicable to the 

charity. 

 

 

 

Winter 2015 exhibition at Harrow Museum illustrating the natural history of Bluebell 
Heath together with some of the aspects of human activity on Stanmore Common. 
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Financial Review 

A summary of the Trust’s accounts for the financial year ended 31st March 2015, and notes 

thereon, are set out below, presented rounded to the nearest £000. There was a deficit of 

£1000 (2014 surplus of £2000), and funds at the year-end were £112,000 (2014 £113,000). 

 

                                                                                                                                          

                                                                             2015                                  2014           
                                                                             £000                                  £000                                                                                                                                                                   

Income                                                                    30                                      57 

Expenditure                                                             31                                     55 

                                                                           --------                                 ------- 

Deficit for the year (2014 surplus)                        -1                                        2 

Total funds b/fwd from previous year                   113                                    111 

                                                                           ---------                               -------- 

Total funds at 31 March                                     112                                    113  

                                                                           ---------                               -------- 

Represented by:                         

Balances on Deposit and at Bank                          128                                    124 

Less Creditors less debtors                                     -16                                     -11                           

                                                                           --------                               --------- 

Net assets at 31 March                                        112                                    113            

                                                                           --------                                --------                                                                                                                     

 

The deficit (2014 surplus) for the year and the Trust’s funds at 31st March were analysed as 

follows:                                    

                                         2015                                 2014 

                                                                   Deficit    Funds              Surplus      Funds 

                                                                      £000      £000                  £000        £000 

Restricted Funds:                               

Public Works of Art                                           -          26                        2            26      

Heritage Grants                                                 -           45                      -4            45           

Work with Young People                                  -             1                       -               1     

Headstone Manor Appeal                                   -            2                       -               2 

                                                                        -----       -----                     ----         ---- 

Total Restricted Funds                                      -            74                        -2          74 

Unrestricted General Fund                                -1          38                         4          39 

                                                                        -----      -----                     ------     ------  

Total Funds                                                        -1        112                         2        113                      

                                                                         ----      ------                      -----     ------                                                                          
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As will be seen from the summary above, compared with the previous year, income decreased 

substantially. Money received was primarily comprised of Heritage Lottery Funding for the 

Bluebell Heath project on Stanmore Common and funds from Harrow Council in fulfilment of 

the agreement for the Stanmore Place sculpture. Expenditure nearly matched our incoming 

funds. 

 

Creditors include a major receipt from the Harrow Strategic Partnership to support biodiversity 

work, which will be released to revenue when the related expenditure has been incurred.  

 

The Trust’s assets are mainly cash balances on deposit and in the bank, which totalled 

£112,000. Deposits with COIF Charities Deposit Fund earned interest at prevailing low market 

rates. The Trust’s banker is National Westminster Bank Plc, 315 Station Road, Harrow, HA1 

2AD. 

 

Full details of the accounts are set out in the Statement of Financial Activities and Notes for 

the year ended 31 March 2015, together with the report of the Independent Examining 

Accountant, at Appendix 3 of the Annual Report. 

 

Reserves Policy 

The Trust’s funds totalled £112,000. Four of these funds described above totalling £74,000 

were designated restricted to the uses described above: commitments or 

expenditure plans exist for part of these.  There is also an unrestricted General Fund of £38,000, 

which includes the activities of Harrow Nature Conservation Forum. It is the Trust’s policy to 

maintain the balance of this fund at a level to cover administrative and support costs for a 

forward period of at least a year, and to respond to emergency and other applications for grants 

or support as and when they arise. The fund was maintained at an adequate level throughout 

the year.      

 

Risk Management 

The Trustees are aware of the major operational risks that the charity faces, and consider that 

adequate administrative procedures are in place to mitigate the risks identified. Suitable 

training is given to new volunteers when appropriate.  Insurance cover is taken to minimise 

any potential financial impact on the Trust should any of those risks materialise. 

 

Grants and Donations 

The bulk of the Trust’s income arises from grants and donations, without which it would not 

be possible to carry out its varied activities. The Trust wishes to record its gratitude to The 

Heritage Lottery Fund, Harrow Council and all its grantors, donors and members for their 

continued support. Where possible, use is made of gift aid to claim tax benefit.    

 

Leslie Bolsover – Honorary Treasurer on behalf of the Trustees 
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Plaques sub-committee 

 

Harrow Heritage Trust unveiled its latest plaque at The Hermitage, 776 Kenton Lane, on 

3rdNovember. As the Chairman, Martin Verden, could not attend, the Vice-Chairman, 

Councillor Keith Ferry, performed the honours in the presence of more than twenty people. 

Afterwards the owners, Ciaran and Marian Horohoe, provided refreshments and a tour of the 

interior. The house stands almost on the border of the old manors of Harrow and Stanmore. It 

is timber framed and was built in the second half of the 16th century for a yeoman. In 1983 it 

was listed by English Heritage as Grade 2. It has been excellently restored by its present 

owner, Ciaran Horohoe, after having been a long time on Historic England’s “At Risk” 

Register. The method adopted was to encase the fragile framework within an outer shell, 

which means that the framing is only visible inside. 

The house replaced an even earlier house whose tenant in the early 15th century was Richard 

at Downe, and the place was called by his name (Richard Adownes) in documents until the 

18th century. In the 18th century the owner thought it out of date and built a grander house 

some yards away up the hillside, calling it Hill House. The whole estate was sold for 

development in the 1930s, but the old cottage survived and its new owner called it The 

Hermitage, which is still its name. From having been almost solitary, it became hemmed in 

by suburbia. It had been enlarged in Victorian times, but these parts were demolished during 

restoration to make way for a modern kitchen and extra bedrooms. 

The house is a very rare survival in this part of Harrow and it is heartening to know that it has 

been saved for future generations. 

(My grateful thanks to Gordon Swindles, who, at about four days notice, constructed a 

framework for the unveiling, when the Civic Centre couldn’t find its’ set, except for the 

curtains.) 

Also in prospect is the elegant, early 18th century house at 73 Stanmore Hill. 

 

 

  

Exterior of the restored building with     

Marian Horohoe. 

New Plaque adorning The Hermitage. 

 

Patricia Clarke, Convenor
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Membership Report 2015 

 

We have a loyal membership who continue to support HHT and the work we do year on year.  

This was demonstrated by number of people at the very successful tea party held at Bentley 

Priory to celebrate our 30th year. We continue to try to recruit and hope to be able to find 

new members from the e-mail addresses I collected whilst at Bentley Priory. 

Cecil Hardwick 

Membership Secretary 

 

Heritage Grants sub-committee 

 

SUMMARY POSITION 

In the year since Oct 2014 FIVE new grant applications have been submitted, all of which 

have been approved in a total of £6630. Presently, no other schemes are being considered and 

TWO application forms have been sent out. Funds for Heritage Grants (at Sept 2015) stand at 

£36402 with commitments of £8230, leaving £28172 available for future grants. 

NEW APPLICATIONS  

Dec 2014  Tooke’s Green Fountain, Church Lane, Pinner - renovations to grade II 

fountain. 

Feb 2015 61 West End Lane, Pinner - renovations to metal windows on locally listed 

house. 

Apr 2015 Kenton Baptist Church – renovation of original metal windows to transept. 

Jun 2015  St Mary’s Church, Harrow-on-the-Hill – professional advice on procurement 

of new roof coverings. 

Jul 2015 1632 Brick Church, Great Stanmore – professional work on planning 

application and scheme to roof over the ruin and bring it into community use. 

 

PRELIMINARY ENQUIRIES – where enquiries/discussions have taken place or an 

application form has been sent out. 

2 Stuart Cottages Belmont Lane, Stanmore  Repairs to wooden windows in locally 

listed house. 

Hill House, 173 Stanmore Hill     Repairs to grade II listed boundary wall. 
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GRANT COMMITMENTS - At 24th September 2015 outstanding commitments are £8230, 

comprising  

Aug 2011 73 Stanmore Hill, Stanmore £250 – (residue) restoration of garden wall to 

  Cottage (grade II*). 

Mar 2013 118 & 126 Stanmore Hill  £900 (No 118) & £450 (No126) - renovation of 

  boundary walls (grade II). 

Dec 2014 Tooke’s Green Fountain £1700 – renovation of fountain (grade II). 

Feb 2015 61 West End Lane, Pinner £470 – renovation of metal windows to locally 

 listed house. 

Apr 2015 Kenton Baptist Church £2300 – renovation of metal transept windows. 

Jun 2015  St Mary’s, Harrow on the Hill £1660 – procurement of new lead roof 

coverings.  

Jul 2015 Old Brick Church, Gt Stanmore £500 – professional advice for planning 

application  and scheme to roof over the Ruin. 

 

PAYMENTS - ONE grant payment has been released in the year 

Sept 2014 West House extension  £8000 contribution to Museum extension. 

 

DETAILS OF CURRENT APPLICATIONS  

Below, in chronological order, is the updated (red) list of projects/proposals that are current, 

with brief notes. Greyed-out entries are complete or have been dormant for 3 years and will 

be removed from future updates. 

Aug 2011 73 Stanmore Hill, Stanmore 

Application for grant to rebuild garden wall to Grade II* listed building. 

Estimated cost £7900. Tranche of £540 of £790 grant released December 

2011. Owner holding over on remainder of work - held until she has funds 

available. 

Sept 2015 – No change – Applicant still wants to do the work but 

has a number of personal problems that is putting this in the 

background. Portion of grant (£250) still reserved, and will be 

reviewed in March 2016  

Mar 2013 118, 126 & 128 Stanmore Hill, Stanmore  

Renovation of the brickwork to the boundary walling to the roadway at Nos 

118 & 126(only). This is part of a run of walling fronting 118, 126 & 128 that 

is grade II listed, and on English Heritage’s “Heritage at Risk register”.  
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No 128 (owned by Lord Popat of Stanmore) is not participating in the 

renovations. 

Estimated cost of work is £16765 (No118) and £8031 (No126).  

Grant approved 1st July 2013 - £900 for No 118, £450 for No126  

Sept 2015 – Project has been suspended for over 12 months and 

repairs remain outstanding. Grant offer set to expire March 2016.  

May 2014 West House, Pinner Memorial Park 

 Application (21st May 2014) for assistance towards the cost of an extension to 

West House to provide a Museum to house the nationally important William 

Heath Robinson collection.  

Cost of work = £1.56m; National Lottery Grant = £1.13, leaving matching 

funding of £430k to be raised - £290k already raised/pledged at time of 

application. 

Sept 2015 – Grant of £8000 approved 2nd July 2014, and released 

3rd September 2015 

Dec 2014 Tooke’s Green Fountain, Church Lane, Pinner 

 Application (10th Dec 2014) for assistance towards the cost of renovations to 

the base and structure of the Fountain (listed Grade II). And open up the 

possibility of returning it to working order. 

Cost of work = £17k inc VAT.  

Sept 2015 – Grant of £1700 approved 9th January 2015. Work 

now complete. 

Feb 2015 61 West End Avenue, Pinner 

 Application (10th Feb 2015) for assistance towards the cost of renovations to 

the original Crittall windows in a locally listed house. Cost = £4700 inc VAT.  

Sept 2015 – Grant of £470 approved 16th March 2015. No draw 

down of grant yet. 

April 2015 Kenton Baptist Church, Streatfield Rd, Kenton 

 Application (28th April 2015) for assistance towards the cost of renovations to 

6No original metal windows in the east and west sides of the transept. Cost = 

£23k inc VAT.  

Sept 2015 – Grant of £2300 approved 26th June 2015. Works have 

started and expect to finish by November. Letter of appreciation 

received 26th June 2015. 
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June 2015 St Mary’s Church, Harrow on the Hill 

 Application (18th June 2015) for assistance towards the cost of professional 

advice concerning the work needed to the deteriorating lead roofing. Cost of 

1st part of project procurement phase = £16600 inc VAT. With further cost of 

repair works to follow that work. 

Sept 2015 – Grant of £1660 approved 26th June 2015. No timing 

for works yet. Letter of appreciation received 26th June 2015. 

July 2015 Old Brick Church, St John’s, Great Stanmore 

 Application (14th July 2015) for assistance towards the cost of professional 

advice concerning a planning application and proposal to repair and roof over 

the grade II* listed roofless ruins of the 1632 Old Brick Church and bring it 

into community use. Cost of professional work anticipated at £3000 inc VAT. 

With further (considerable) cost of building works to follow. 

Sept 2015 – Grant of £500 for the professional work approved 

17th Aug 2015. No timing for works yet.  

 

Application forms sent out: 

1 May 2015 2 Stuart Cottages, Belmont Lane, Stanmore – repairs to wooden 

windows on locally listed cottage. 

2 July 2015 Hill House, 173 Stanmore Hill – repairs to boundary wall (listed grade 

II). 

 

Other matters 

I would also take this opportunity to highlight to a larger audience my thanks and 

appreciation to the other sub-committee member, Andrew Reed RIBA, for the considerable 

contribution with technical advice, experience and worldly wisdom offered and supplied so 

readily throughout the year.  

 

 

 

Gordon Swindles BSc FRICS 

Honorary Chairman 

Heritage Grants sub-committee 
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Bentley Priory Museum
Mansion House Drive, Stanmore HA7 3HT



Martin says that we are proud to have had the pleasure of celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of the Trust. The event was held on 8 October 2015 at the iconic 
Bentley Priory Museum, a listed grade II* building, which was the Headquar-
ters for the Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain.

The Worshipful Mayor of Harrow Cllr Krishna Suresh  referred to the aims of 
the Trust, which are to preserve and enhance the built and natural environment 
of Harrow and praised its work over the past 30 years. 

Some 75 distinguished guests participated  and joined in to sing ‘Happy 30th 
Birthday to the Trust. and thereafter enjoyed the afternoon tea.

Martin Verden
Chairman Harrow Heritage Trust 





Dear Baj,
I would be grateful if you could pass on our thanks to 
Martin Verden for inviting us to your splendid 30th An-
niversary tea at Bentley Priory Museum on Thursday.  
It was the most beautiful setting for such a significant 
event.  We enjoyed the convivial company and delicious 
tea. We would like to wish the Harrow Heritage Trust all 
the best for the next 30 years. 
Kind regards,
Mary & Tony Dobson, Harrow Hill Trust

Dear Martin,
Just a few lines to thank you, the committee and Har-
row Heritage Trust for a memorable and most enjoyable 
event last Thursday. Thirty years of commitment and 
hard work to enhance the quality of our environment are 
well worth celebrating! Kind regards and best wishes,
Gabi Otvos

Our Guest’s enjoying 
& two of their messages:



From left: Leslie Bolsover, Steve Bolsover, Eleanor Pulfer Director  Bentley Priory 
Museum, Cllr Krishna Suresh Mayor of Harrow

Eleanor Pulfer providing 
details of the Bentley Priory Museum

Steve Bolsover 
introducing Chairmen 

of Sub- Committees of the Trust
and Wardens of Nature Reserves



 Joanne Verden inviting 
Chairman of the Trust & 

the Mayor to cut the ceremonial cake

Steve Bolsover 
introducing Chairmen 

of Sub- Committees of the Trust
and Wardens of Nature Reserves

Martin Verden Chairman of the Trust welcoming guests 
and giving historical background, Joanne Verden, Baj Mathur & Sharda Mathur



Martin Verden Chairman of the Trust & Cllr Krishna Suresh Mayor of Harrow 
cutting the cake

All of the works of Harrow Heritage Trust 
are related and dedicated to make Harrow 

a better place in which to live, work, relax and play.
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Harrow Nature Conservation Forum 

Report for HHT Annual Report 1st April 2014 - 31st March 2015 

 

Our wardens have continued their sterling work at our main sites. At Stanmore Common 

Simon Braidman has created a committed core of volunteers who turn up at least once a 

week, sometimes twice. One of the most enthusiastic, John Winter, has now agreed to 

formally become the deputy warden. At Bentley Priory Peter Peretti was joined in November 

2014 by a deputy, Sue Kabel, who has thrown herself into the role, supervising many 

working parties on the site. Stanmore Country Park has had a more difficult history. John 

Hollingdale and Margaret Huitson do an excellent job in maintaining the site but need help 

from younger bodies. In April 2014 Maya and Frazer Dodwell joined as deputy wardens, but 

resigned in February 2015 over differences in how the Forum should deal with the Council 

and others over the issue of the water treatment works at the housing development on Wood 

Farm. We are therefore actively looking to recruit a deputy at this site. 

A year ago we were confidently expecting that Wood Farm would be returned to Council 

control during the summer of 2014. A Greater Stanmore Country Park management 

committee was set up in September 2014, including councillors and council officers as well 

as volunteers, to administer the £450,000 section 106 money allotted to management of the 

site. In October 2014 we appointed Harry Lines to be volunteer warden. However the site has 

still not been passed over to Council control. In part this is due to questions about the waste 

water system for the housing estate called “The Cloisters”. To our surprise, the estate is not 

being connected to a mains sewer but rather will have a local treatment system that 

discharges into the pond on Wood Farm and from there into Cloisters Brook. The council has 

put together a robust legal agreement that will ensure proper maintenance and monitoring of 

the system and as long as this is not watered down the wardens of Wood Farm, Stanmore 

Country Park and Pear Wood will be, if not happy with the situation, reasonably confident 

that the watercourses will not be seriously polluted. We await its final agreement and the long 

awaited chance to manage the site! 

The Heritage Lottery funded project at Stanmore Common is coming to an end. In early 2015 

we ran an exhibition at Headstone Manor describing the project and Stanmore Common in 

general, which was well received. The final job is generating and installing a nature trail. 

Volunteers from The Conservation Volunteers did an excellent job of installing the bollards 

in January and February 2015, and we are on track to complete and then formally open the 

trail in the summer of 2015. 

The volunteer group at Stanmore Common met on many but not all Wednesdays. When Sue 

Kabel joined she and Simon Braidman suggested that they make the group a formal, regular 

Wednesday event, always meeting at the Stanmore Common car park on Warren Lane, where 

the tool store is located, at 10:30 AM and then moving on to a particular site to work. This 

arrangement has worked very well and I’m sure is easier for potential volunteers who do not 

need to consult our web site to find out where to meet or whether indeed there is a working 

party in a particular week - they just need to turn up at the same place and same time every 

week and enjoy working in the open air in one of our sites. 

Stephen Bolsover 2015 
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Young volunteers from National Citizenship 
Scheme, run by The Challenge Network, helping 
to clear holly at Stanmore Common on 7th 
September 2014. 

 

 
 
Volunteers including some from Hindu faith 
groups (in blue T shirts) helped rake a cut 
meadow at Stanmore Country Park on 5th 
October 2014 

 

 
 
Young volunteers from HaMakom + BBYO 
helped clear laurel and other scrub from around 
the Master Oak at Bentley Priory. 

 

 
 
Sue Kabel and Simon Braidman led volunteers 
improving a very muddy kissing gate at 
Stanmore Country Park on 11th March 2015. 

 

 



14 
 

Public Works of Art sub-committee 

 

Members: Joanne Verden, Martin Verden and 

Baj Mathur 

 

The Public Works of Arts sub-committee is 

responsible for the management of HHT’s 

Public Works of Arts Fund. The committee also 

promote new initiatives and opportunities for art 

in public places within the Borough of Harrow.  

The main object is to raise awareness of the 

public, developers, and local businesses as to the 

importance of art in improving the quality of the 

environment. Consequently Public Art is 

promoted in Harrow Town Centre, Local 

Centres and other prominent public spaces in 

Harrow including Parks. 
 

 

Bold New Sculpture at Stanmore Place: 

The ‘seed’, eight meters high polished stainless 

steel sculpture by Andy Hazell has been 

installed at Stanmore Place, Honeypot Lane, 

Stanmore in North West London. The new 

prestigious development consists of 850 homes 

set in beautiful landscaped grounds including 

two large ponds with fountains. 

 
 

The striking sculpture was unveiled in April 2015 by the Harrow Mayor Cllr Ajay Maru, Cllr 

Keith Ferry, Berkeley St Edward Divisional Chairman Angus Michie, Harrow Heritage Trust 

Chairman Martin Verden and children from nearby Whitchurch Primary School. 

 

The sculpture was sponsored by St Edward Homes and commissioned by Harrow Heritage 

Trust on behalf of Harrow Council. 

 

The Seed is a good and valid metaphor for a new residential development as families put 

down new roots in their respective homes. The shape and the form of the sculpture was also 

influenced by the associations of Royal Air Force with Stanmore and in particular that of the 

‘Battle of Britain’, for which a museum has been recently opened at Bentley Priory. Aerofoil 

are beautiful dynamic structures, so in essence the sycamore seed is a marriage between the 

aerodynamic form found in nature with the enhanced axial twist of a propeller blade. 
 

Baj Mathur MBE 

Convenor 
 

From left: Baj Mathur, Angus Michie, Martin Verden, Mayor of 
Harrow Cllr Ajay Maru, Sculptor Andy Hazell, Cllr Keith Ferry  and 
students of Whitchurch Primary School. 
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HARROW HERITAGE TRUST AND HARROW OBSERVER 

ARCHITECTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 2016 

The purpose of the scheme is to encourage the highest design standards, and thus to give 

public recognition to projects large and small, which have enhanced areas within the London 

Borough of Harrow. The trust is pleased to announce that our 16th Biennial Award Scheme 

will be launched in April 2016. 

Baj Mathur MBE 

Convenor 

 

Work With Young People sub-committee 

 

Martin Verden and Anne Swinson 

This year our sub-committee supported two projects 

First this year, the Pavilion Opera Education Trust produced Mozart’s The Magic Flute at 

several primary schools across Harrow Borough. Harrow Heritage Trust gave £500 towards 

the event and we were allocated to visit St Bernadette’s RC Primary School Kenton where 

the host school was joined by pupils from Vaughan Primary School and Roxeth Primary 

School. 

After a light lunch we moved into the large Hall and joined the children waiting for the 

performance to begin. Although very excited, they soon settled down to watch the excellent 

Opera and there was some animated interaction between the children and the performers. 

The second project involved students from Harrow College at Brookshill, Harrow Weald. 

Arun Sahadeo and his team produced a 3 minute corporate film highlighting Harrow’s 

heritage from a young perspective. Highlights included St Mary’s Church Harrow on the Hill, 

views from Harrow Weald ridge, the Grimsdyke Hotel and Bentley Priory. 

Anne Swinson Convenor. 

   
Papageno and Papagena enchant the audience. Children from St Bernadette’s RC Primary School 

Kenton, Vaughan Primary School and Roxeth 

Primary School enjoy the show. 
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Appendix 1 - Aims and Objectives of Harrow Heritage Trust 

 

Objectives: 

To secure the protection, preservation, restoration and improvement of the character and 

amenities of the London Borough of Harrow for the benefit and enjoyment of the public 

generally and especially the inhabitants of the Borough, and to promote the preservation of 

land and buildings of beauty or historic interest as well as areas of ecological or other 

scientific or environmental importance within the Borough and to promote schemes and 

awards to assist the attainment of these objectives. 

Aims: 

1. To promote awareness and responsibility for the environment through involving 

people in suggesting schemes, implementing them and rewarding achievements; 

2. To develop and implement environmental improvement schemes in local centres, 

residential and industrial areas; 

3. To improve the urban scene through street face-lift schemes, cleaning facades, 

planting and the restoration of special features; 

4. To protect and enhance buildings of particular historic significance, for example, 

Headstone Manor; 

5. To develop walks, trails or sites to provide access for the public to our natural 

environment; 

6. To promote public works of art in Harrow; 

7. To promote high quality design in new buildings and landscaping projects through 

the HHT/Observer Award Scheme; 

8. To provide published material which records and illustrates our heritage for use in 

schools and by the general public; 

9. To encourage ecological protection and the preservation of natural resources. 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 - The Trust’s Equal Opportunity Policy 

 

The Harrow Heritage Trust is committed to achieving equality of opportunity and freedom 

from discrimination in the services it provides, in its employment policies and practices and 

in its recruitment and treatment of volunteers. 

The Harrow Heritage Trust will continue to pursue its objectives in a way which is 

responsive to the needs of Harrow residents, which reflects Harrow's multi-cultural heritage 

and which ensures that all receive an equal quality of service, irrespective of gender, marital 

status, colour, race, nationality or ethnic or national origins, disability, age, religion or sexual 

orientation. With regard to employment, the Trust's policy is that there will be no 

discrimination in recruitment, employment conditions, training and promotion. Furthermore, 

our aim is that the Trustees and the Executive Committee reflect the composition of the 

Harrow community in which they are based. 
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The Trust’s Anti-Racism Policy 

 

The Harrow Heritage Trust confirmed its full support for the findings of the MacPherson 

Report on the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry at the Borough Conference in 1999. 

This report defines institutional racism as “The collective failure of an organisation to 

provide an appropriate and professional service to people because of their colour, culture or 

ethnic origin. It can be seen or detected in processes, attitudes and behaviour which amount 

to discrimination through unwitting prejudice, ignorance, thoughtlessness and racist 

stereotyping which disadvantage minority ethnic people.” 

The Harrow Heritage Trust has a strong policy of encouraging all members of the public to 

participate in our various activities and initiatives. To this end, we successfully applied to the 

Millennium Commission for funds to enable us to translate relevant publications into the 

languages of some ethnic people, and for display boards for presentations at meetings of their 

own organisations. 

 

 

 

 
Renovations to the base and structure of Tooke’s Green Fountain in Church Lane, Pinner 

(listed Grade II) have been completed. This opens up the possibility of returning it to 

working order. 
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Appendix 3 - Statement of the Trust’s Financial Activities 

 

HARROW HERITAGE TRUST - CHARITY NO 1072773 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2015 

  UN-        

 

 

RESTRICTED  

 

RESTRICTED  

 

RESTRICTED  

 

RESTRICTED  

 

RESTRICTED    

  FUND   FUND   FUND   FUND   FUND    

             

   PUBLIC    WORK  

 

HEADSTONE    

FUND  GENERAL   WORKS   HERITAGE  
 WITH 

YOUNG   MANOR   TOTAL   TOTAL  

   OF ART   GRANTS   PEOPLE   APPEAL  2015 2014 

  £   £   £   £   £   £   £  

INCOMING RESOURCES        

        

Subscriptions & Donations 4550 0 0 0 25 4575 5054 

Local Authority Grant 4250 0 0 0 0 4250 3750 

Other Grants  6201 15000 0 0 0 21201 47985 

Deposit Interest 164 93 205 0 10 472 453 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 

Total Incoming Resources 15165 15093 205 0 35 30498 57242 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 
RESOURCES 

EXPENDED        
Direct Charitable 

Expenditure 14005 15250 470 600 0 30325 54036 

Administration 1546 0 0 0 0 1546 840 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 

Total Resources Expended 15551 15250 470 600 0 31871 54876 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 

NET RESOURCES        

EXPENDED -387 -157 -265 -600 35 -1373 2366 

Movement in Funds        

Transfer between funds 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total Funds at 1 April 2014 
b/f 39746 26329 44666 640 2594 113975 111609 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 
Total Funds at 31 March 

2015 39359 26172 44401 40 2629 112602 113975 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 

REPRESENTED BY BALANCE SHEET       

Debtors & Prepayments 4803 0 0 0 0 4803 16226 

Balances on Deposit 39427 21505 47290 10 2280 110512 106040 

Balances at Bank 3238 12167 -2889 31 348 12895 18973 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 

Total Current Assets 47468 33672 44402 40 2628 128210 141239 

Less Creditors and Accruals -8108 -7500 0 0 0 -15608 -27264 

 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ ________ ________ 
Net Assets at 31 March 

2015 39360 26172 44402 40 2628 112602 113975 
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HARROW HERITAGE TRUST-CHARITY NO 1072773 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015 

 

 

Accounting Policies 

The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance 

with applicable accounting standards and the Statement of Recommended Practice for 

Charities issued in February 2005 

 

  INCOMING RESOURCES 

 

 2015 

              £ 

2014 

            £ 

SUBSCRIPTIONS & DONATIONS 

GENERAL FUND 
 

  

Membership subscriptions and tax recovered 874 964 
Harrow Nature Conservation Forum 3,503 3,937 

Other Donations 173 128 
 ------ ------ 
 4,550 5,029 
 ------ ------ 

HEADSTONE MANOR APPEAL   

Donation 25 25 
 ------ ------ 
   

TOTAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS            4,575 5,054 
   
   

GRANTS FROM LONDON BOROUGH OF HARROW   

Harrow Nature Conservation Forum 4,250 3,750 
 ------ ------ 

   

OTHER GRANTS   

Heritage Lottery Fund-Bluebell Heath, Stanmore Common          6,201 12,985 
   

PUBLIC WORK OF ART   

Stanmore Place Sculpture 15,000 35,000 

 ------ ------ 

 30,026                 47,985 
   

   

DEPOSIT INTEREST   

Accounts held with COIF Charities Deposit Fund 472 453 

 ------ ------ 

   

   

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 30,498 57,242 
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HARROW HERITAGE TRUST-CHARITY NO 1072773 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS (CONTINUED) 

YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015 
 

RESOURCES EXPENDED 
 

 2015 

                    £ 

2014 

            £ 

DIRECT CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE 

GENERAL FUND 

  

Harrow Nature Conservation Forum 7,147 6,801 
Work on Bluebell Heath Project, Stanmore, funded by 

Heritage Lottery Fund 

6,479 9,023 

Punch & Judy Show 

Architectural Award Plaque 
 

276 

200 

   

 ------           ------ 

 13,902 16024 

   

PUBLIC WORKS OF ART   

Stanmore Place, sculpture 15,103        33,112 

David Valinsky (ES Prior, architect, Book) 250  

   

   
 ------ ------ 

 

HERITAGE GRANTS 

Restoration projects  2,200 

All Saints Church, Butterfield Mosaics  400 

All Saints Church, Crosse Monument  400 

St George’s Church, “Whitefriars” Glass  1,400 

Crittall windows - West End Avenue 470  
   
 ------ ------ 

 470 4,400 

   

WORK WITH YOUNG PEOPLE   

Opera performances for Harrow schools 

Grymsdyke School Photographic Contest                                               

500 

100 

500 

 

 ------ ------ 

   

TOTAL DIRECT CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE 30,325 54,036 
 ------ ------ 

ADMINISTRATION EXPENDITURE 1546 840 
 ------ ------ 

   

   

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED 31,871 54,876 
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HARROW HERITAGE TRUST-CHARITY NO 1072773 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS (CONTINUED) 

YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015 

 

 

HERITAGE GRANT COMMITMENTS AT 31ST MARCH 2015 

2015   2014 

   £      £ 

Garden walls restoration, Stanmore properties   1,600   1,600 

Extension, West House, Pinner Memorial Park  8,000 

Renovation, Tooke’s Green Fountain    1,700 

---------            -------- 

11,300              1,600 

 

 

TOTAL COMMITMENTS         

Available for future allocation     33,102            43,066 

 

HERITAGE GRANTS FUND AT 31st MARCH 2015 44,402  44,666  

 

 

 

NOTES 

1. Creditors at 31st March 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 included £7,707 received in a previous 

year from Harrow Council relating to funds paid by Harrow Strategic Partnership under the 

Local Area Agreement. This sum is to be spent on designated projects in three open spaces in 

Harrow under the terms set out in an agreement dated 5th November 2009. This balance of 

£7,707 will be released to revenue as and when the related expenditure has been incurred. 

2. During the year ended 31st March 2012 the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) awarded Harrow 

Heritage Trust a grant of up to £38,400 towards the cost of restoration of Bluebell Heath, 

Stanmore Common against which an advance payment of £19,200 and a further progress 

payment of £15,360 have been received bringing the total paid out by HLF to £34,560. Costs 

on the project at 31st March 2015 are £38,386 leaving a deficit of £3826 therefore HLF has 

been included as a debtor in end of year accounts. The contract is due to be completed in 

2015. 
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TRUSTEES AND RELATED PARTIES 

During the year: 

1. A number of trustees were reimbursed expenditure incurred by them on the Trust’s 

   behalf. 

2. Certain transactions, eg the receipt of grants and subscriptions, took place between 

   Harrow Heritage Trust and other bodies associated with certain trustees. 

3. In compliance with SORP recommendations concerning related party transactions it is 

declared that reimbursement payments to Steve Bolsover, HNCF sub-committee are not co-

signed by Leslie Bolsover, Hon. Treasurer. 

 

These accounts are signed on behalf of the Trustees by: 

 

 

 

Martin Verden       Leslie Bolsover 

Chairman          Hon. Treasurer  

19 August 2015      19 August 2015 
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Report of the Independent Examiner 

 

 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Harrow Heritage Trust,  

Charity No. 1072773 

 

I hereby report on your accounts for the year ended 31st March 2015 as set out on the 

attached pages. 

 

Respective responsibilities of Trustees & Examiner 

 

The trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. You consider that an audit is 

not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (The Charities Act), 

and that an independent examination is needed. It is my responsibility to: 

-examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, 

-to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commission (under section 145(5) (b) of the Charities Act), and 

- to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 

Basis of report 

 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 

Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of your accounting records and a 

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 

unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you concerning 

any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be 

required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present 

a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

 

Independent Examiner’s statement 

 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 

1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the requirements:        

-to keep proper accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities 

Act; 

-to prepare accounts which accord with accounting records and comply with the 

accounting requirements of the Charities Act have not been met; or 

2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

Jonathan S. Freedman, BA, FCA 

8 Marsh Point 

Marsh Road, Pinner 

HA5 5NR 

 

7 September 2015 
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At A Glance 

At A Glance 

 
We have been successfully serving the community for 30 years. 

 

Who are we? Harrow Heritage Trust is an umbrella amenity organisation in Harrow. 

 

Our aim: to enhance, preserve, protect and care for our urban landscape including old 

and new buildings, parks and green open spaces. 

 

How do we do it? We work in partnership with Harrow Council, local amenity societies, 

interested groups and the community at large. 

 

Our achievements: 

‘All of the works of the Trust are related and dedicated to make 

Harrow a better place in which to live, work, relax and play.’ 

 
We have: 

‘Taken initiatives to make people aware of our local heritage through preserving the 

best of the past, and designing for the future.’ 

 

‘Successfully carried out 15 biennial Architectural & Environmental Awards including 

Special Environmental Awards for schools.’ 

 

‘Maintained 8 nature reserves.’ 

 

‘Commissioned and installed 15 Public Works of Art.’ 

 

‘Recognised and affixed 29 historic plaques.’ 

 

‘Distributed many Historic Building Grants, resulting in several million pounds’ worth 

of restoration work throughout the borough.’ 

 

‘We support the future restoration of Headstone Manor, which is one of the most 

historic and archaeological buildings in Harrow. A bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for 

this work, supported by Harrow Heritage Trust, has been submitted with a decision 

expected early 2015’ 

 

Please join us in this important work. We need committee members so if you have spare 

time contact us. 



25 
 

 

 

 

Our 30th Year:  

Commissioning and installing 

Public Works of Art 

The Stanmore Seed is our 15th art 

work unveiled April 23, 2015 

through a collaboration between 

Harrow Council, the developers 

St Edwards Homes Ltd and with 

members of Harrow Heritage 

Trust facilitating the choice and 

placement of the sculpture. 

Recognising and affixing historic 

Plaques 

Our 29th historic plaque was unveiled 

on the Hermitage, 776 Kenton Lane on 

the 3rd of November. The house, a 

timber framed later 16th century 

building. It is a rare survival in this 

part of the Borough and has been 

sensitively restored – justly honoured. 

Distributing Historic Building 

Grants  

This year Harrow Heritage Trust 

have supported the West House and 

Heath Robinson Trust which is 

making great strides toward the 

construction of a new museum to 

house the works of Heath Robinson. 

 

Image from http://www.urbanrealm.com 1 


